
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

4th October, 2020 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Adalbert Walsh; Winifred Hunt; Winnie Stuart; Julia Leonard; Harold Sydney 
Sanders; Joseph Horak; Sheila Gilroy; Elizabeth Farrell; Edward Lane-Claypon;  

Norah Bartlett; Grace Ellison; Helen Wilkinson; Isabel Dickinson; Michael Wilkinson; 
Dom Bede Forder; Agnes Lane; Denise Wood; Betty Boston; 

May they rest in peace  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Bruno 

Wednesday Our Lady of the Rosary 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. John Henry 
Newman 

Saturday St. Paulinus & 
Companions 

 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 

01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. 
Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast

.org.uk 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give 
Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine Office continues. You can view 
online in any of these places: www.buckfast.org.uk/live  
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey  Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite    

Reserving your place at Holy Mass  
The online booking system is now in 
operation.  Just go to the Abbey’s 
website, https://www.buckfast.org.uk/ 
and click on “Book Mass Seating”.   

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided Online 

Abbey 9 a.m. £28.20 £20.00  
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £65.00 £50.00 £20.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £17.00 £15.00 £7.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £12.00 £10.00 £15.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £20.00 £30.00 £45.00 

Added value through gift aid  £31.25 £21.75 
 

“The weakness and suffering of our dearest and most cherished 
loved ones can be, for our children and grandchildren, a school of 
life…they become close when times of illness are accompanied by 
prayer and the affectionate and thoughtful closeness of relatives.  
The Christian community really knows that the family, in the trial of 
illness, should not be left on its own.  We must say thank you to the 
Lord for those beautiful experiences of ecclesial fraternity that help 
families get through the difficult moments of pain and suffering.  
This Christian closeness, from family to family, is a real treasure for 
the parish; it’s a treasure of wisdom, which helps families in the 
difficult moments to understand the Kingdom of God better than 
many discourses!  They are God’s caresses.” 

Pope Francis 

Just over a year ago, Pope Francis canonised 
St. John Henry Newman.  The Bishops of 
England and Wales, with the approval of the 
Holy See, have determined that he will be 
venerated with a Feastday on 9th October 
each year. 

Saint John Henry Newman was born on 21 February 1801 in 
London, England. As an Anglican clergyman for over twenty 
years he won renown as a preacher and theologian. A Fellow 
of Oriel College, Oxford, he became one of the leaders of the 
Oxford Movement and a prominent figure in the Church of 
England. On 9 October 1845 he was received into full 
communion with the Catholic Church by Blessed Dominic 
Barberi of the Passionist Congregation. After a period of study 
in Rome he was ordained priest on 30 May 1847. Returning to 
England he established the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri in 
Birmingham. He was an influential writer on many subjects, 
most notably the development of Christian doctrine, the true 
understanding of conscience, faith and reason, the role of the 
laity, and university education. In 1879 he was created 
Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII and given the title of San Giorgio in 
Velabro. He died in the Birmingham Oratory on 11 August 
1890. He was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on 19 September 
2010 and canonised by Pope Francis on 13 October 2019. 

 

CAFOD harvest fast day 
Friday 9th October, 2020 

Please participate in the extra online events which 
CAFOD is organising by visiting:   
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day 
See the CAFOD appeal film, listen to a live talk on 
CAFOD’s response to the needs around the world 
made more urgent by coronavirus, join the Global 
Family Food event and have fun with the ‘Harvest 
Like No Other’ quiz.  You can also view a 
livestreamed Mass on 9th October. 
To donate to CAFOD, please visit 
https://cafod.org.uk/Give 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 

You may have noticed that it has been a little rainier this week than of late. We knew this would happen and, although 
we were all dreading the consequent soggy trudge up and down the hill, it wasn’t as bad as it could have been. Some 
sensible folk even wore waterproofs but everyone just got a bit smarter and a bit quicker at ferrying groups of children 
into class. (Please note - I only use “ferrying” as a figure of speech - the rain was not so bad as to need buoyant 
transportation.) Another consequence of the poorer weather was the realisation of how chilly a "well-ventilated" winter 
will be in school. People not only had their waterproofs on but they were also discussing the relative merits of thermal 
underwear. As the person who switches the heating on, I fear I will face an almost daily dilemma of finding the fine 
balance between keeping some comfort emanating from radiators against the wastefulness of all that heat flying out of 
open doors and windows! 
The poorer weather also coincided with the inaugural wellbeing festival being held by Buckfast Abbey Education 
Department, Take 5, which was not impeded one iota by the weather as it was all online. The children were able to 
access different sessions throughout the week - I know at least one class enjoyed the video of the baby alpacas in the 
"Take Notice" section. Others had a "share a smile" circle time when they had to think of things which others have done 
to make them smile and share them with each other. Unfortunately, the festival has finished but, at the time of writing, 
the programme is still available to look at on the Abbey website and that in itself gives one lots of food for thought. If Fr 
Francis allows me, I would like to challenge you to one of the activities on the "Give" page and that is the "Undercover 
Kindness, Mission : Possible". Become a secret agent and carry out secret acts of kindness and trigger a kindness chain 
reaction in your family, neighbourhood or community - who knows, that chain could go right round and surprise you by 
coming back to you. There is also the option to write up your "mission report" just in case, by the time you are targetted 
by a random act of kindness yourself, you have forgotten what you did, then you can look back and see if it may have 
started with you! 
 

He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with  
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)   
 

The judge asked the man before him, "Now then, please tell me, what is the charge against you?"  "I was caught doing 
my Christmas shopping very early." replied the man in the dock. "That doesn't seem like an offence to me. What do you 
mean by 'very early? "Well, your Honour." said the defendant, "It was before the shop was open."  
 

Marriage Matters:    
Reflections on the Sunday readings.   
 

Loving and honouring each other and the Lord 
When you married you took each other for better, for 
worse. God experienced the ‘worse’ when his ‘bride’, 
the Jewish people, rejected him by worshipping other 
gods. The ‘worse’ for you may be when your spouse 
mocks your beliefs. Have you shared your hurt, let 
them know your pain? Remember, though, that God 
has loved the ‘worst’ in you. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The August draw took place on 28th August and the 
lucky winners are: 
 

1st Prize (£25) 82 Mr. Seamus Boden 
2nd Prize (£15) 23 Ms. Sally Rowe 
3rd Prize (£10) 12 Mrs. Kate Goulden 
4th Prize (£9) 49 Mr. Kevin Waterman 

 

proceeds in aid of the parish syria appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application 
form please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 
01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

MISSION MADE POSSIBLE 
Online evangelisation formation continues in the Diocese and 
beyond.  The Vicariate for Evangelisation provides personal 
formation for each participant to form a life changing attitude for 
mission, along with a practical method for sharing their faith 
sensitively and appropriately in everyday life (Genesis method). Full 
information is on the diocesan website, https://www.plymouth-
diocese.org.uk/missionmadepossiblesept/  
 

ONLINE YOUTH SERVICE  Fr. Jon Bielawski writes: 
I am pleased to announce the launch of our first Online Youth 
Service. Please take the time to have a look at it. Many young 
people across our diocese have taken a lot of time to put their 
thoughts together to help produce the film.  Fr Jon is already 
putting together the next film for the end of this month so if you 
have any young people that might be interested in taking part, 
please be in touch with him and he can send you the details.  To see 
our youth service please go to: https://youtube/ekDqdB3_YG8   
If you would like to take part in the next Youth Service please 
contact youth@prcdtr.org.uk    

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS 
Bishop Peter Brignall writes; “Due to COVID-19 many of the events 
of the 2020 God Who Speaks project had to, and continue to be 
cancelled, much to the disappointment of many, especially as the 
initiative has generated great enthusiasm across the Dioceses.  
Coronavirus had created a real loss and that the enthusiasm that 
had been generated thus far should be built on, giving the project 
at least another year, viz. taking it to Sunday of the Word 2022 ... 
with the project possibly morphing into an ongoing work of Bible 
promotion; the next significant anniversary being the sixtieth of the 
promulgation of Dei Verbum in November 2025.” 
Our own Diocesan teaching tour in the Scriptures, continues to be 
suspended but the scriptural talks by Fr. Guy De Gaynesford and Fr. 
Robbie Low can be accessed, along with much more on: 
https://stpaulrepository.com/?s=The+God+Who+Speaks 
 

Bishop Mark writes: BEATIFICATION OF CARLO ACUTIS     
This is to take place on 8th October in Assisi.  I first came 
across his story whilst attending the Synod on Young 
People.  He was born in east London, to parents of Italian 
origin, who returned to Italy soon after his birth.  He is an 
inspiring model of holiness to many and can be especially 
so for contemporary young people, as he died at age 15, 
in 2006.  There is more information on his extraordinary 
life at: www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/date-set-
forbeatification-of-catholic-computer-programming-teen-
carlo-acutis-22071 


