
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

25th October, 2020 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Bishop William Vaughan; Edith Hamilton; Charlotte Daws; William Martin;  
Doris Vine; Philip Roberts; Joseph Copping; Edmund Place; Daniel Place; Mary Ash; 

Edward Fennessy; Josephine Schiller; Sarah Hackman; Dom Lawrence Goscher;  
Charles Kerr; Bridget Bass-Twitchell; Patrick Doyle; Christopher Crosbie; Thomas Shaw; 

Ethel Parsons; Mary Belford; Helen Cochrane; Sarah Tinklar; Stanley Davis;  
Andrew Noel; Ernest Chiosso; Elizabeth Myhill; 

May they rest in peace  
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Ss. Simon & Jude 
Thursday-Saturday Feria 

 

Phone line for 
prayer: call  

01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give 
Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine Office 
continues. You can view online in any of these places: 
www.buckfast.org.uk/live  Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey  
Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite    

Reserving your place at Holy Mass  
The online booking system is now in operation.  Just go to 
the Abbey’s website, https://www.buckfast.org.uk/ and click 
on “Book Mass Seating”.   

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided Online 

Abbey 9 a.m. £33.90  £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £102.75 £40.00 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £27.00 £25.00  
Ashburton 10:30am £6.00   
South Brent 9 a.m. £30.00 £50.00 £10.00 

Added value through gift aid  £28.75 £8.75 
 

25th October is the 50th Anniversary of the 
Canonisation of the Forty Martyrs  

of England and Wales. 
 

 
 
"These heroic sons and daughters of England and Wales took 
their faith seriously; this means that they accepted it as the only 
norm of their life and of their whole conduct, portraying a great 
serenity and a profound spiritual joy. With a freshness and 
spontaneity not without that precious gift that is the typical 
mood of their people. The Church and the world today have the 
greatest need of such men and women, of every state of life: 
priests, religious and laity, because only people of such stature 
and holiness will be able to change our tormented world and to 
give that spiritual and truly Christian orientation to which every 
person intimately yearns - even sometimes without being aware 
of it - and of which we all so much need". (Pope Paul VI, Homily 
at the Canonisation of the Forty Martyrs) 
 

The Rosary Whirlwind Mission for October culminates in the 
National Rosary relay Rally across the Dioceses of the British 
Isles on Saturday October 31st. 
The designated hour for the Diocese of Plymouth is from 11am 
to 12 Noon. 
Bishop Mark has kindly indicated that he will lead the Diocese 
of Plymouth's designated hour for the National Rosary relay 
Rally on livestream from the Cathedral at around 11.30 a.m. 
Thank you to those who are participating in the 8pm nightly 
Rosary Whirlwind Rosary for Wednesdays throughout October. 
October Rosary Whirlwind Mission for October is going from 
strength to strength.  
* An amazing 200-300 participating every evening in our 
Evening Rosary around the British Isles. 
* Our 13 October Fatima Whirlwind covered the British Isles in 
Rosaries. 
* Now we begin plans for our All Hallows Eve Rosary Rally from 
9.00am-9.00pm as Rosary Holy Hours travel around our 
Dioceses across our nations. 
Intentions - for Faith, Life and Peace to prevail in our Nations  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 

This time last year my concerns were related to the amount of rain which had been falling from the sky but also through 
the ceiling by my office. My joy was in the imminent implementation of a vocabulary project which would increase the 
variety of words the children would know and understand. This, in turn, would improve their life chances as they would be 
able to express themselves more fluently in all sorts of situations. You may remember that I was hoping for a longer 
sentence than “Register, please” when a child came to collect their class register from the office. 
This year, the weather has been considerably less wet and, I am pleased to report, the hole in the roof has been mended. 
Sadly, I do not see the children at my office counter at present as they are restricted to the zone of their “bubble” so I 
cannot gauge the improvement in their vocabulary. 
However, against the tide of news which threatens to overwhelm us with each increase in the number of Covid cases, I 
have to report that we have made it to half term pretty much unscathed thus far by restrictions and even with a few 
positives. The vast majority of children have attended school every day; they have benefitted from their “normal” 
entitlement of learning; they have interacted with external learning opportunities and they have been able to play with their 
friends. School Councillors have been elected, prefects appointed and the Year 6 children allocated responsibilities from 
Librarian to Fair Trade Champions. External advisers have attended the school either virtually or in person to share their 
expertise with staff. Parents have been contacted individually to discuss their children’s progress and newsletters have 
flown out virtually every Friday without fail. Home learning has probably been even more successful as parents have been 
more involved across all classes as the jam sandwich and smoothie photos show but also recently evidence of the creation 
of Stone Age clay pots and cave drawings has been arriving in my inbox. 
St Mary’s School is providing just as much as it was this time last year - it is just happening in slightly different ways! 
I am not saying that this hasn’t been hard work, for example, Miss Slack has had to hold four separate School Council 
Meetings and then collate the children’s ideas (which, unfortunately, still seemed to include the idea of a school pet...) and 
lunch time arrangements can be a bit frantic and leave something to be desired. However, families at St Mary's School 
can take a half term break knowing that we have collectively done our best in tricky times to restore a routine and normality 
for our children. A good rest now is all that is needed before the challenges of a very different Christmas come into view! 
At least we know that our tinsel will have been in quarantine for long enough to be plucked, with a flourish, from storage 
and re-used this year! 
 

Marriage Matters:    
Reflections on the Sunday readings.   
How can I best love you today? 
In today’s gospel Jesus says love should be at 
the centre of our lives, so we must ask ‘How can 
I best love my partner today?’   To know how our 
partner experiences our love best, we need to 
explore together whether it is through 
compliments, special time together, presents or 
acts of service, or simple hugging and kissing. 
 

Taken from the writings of Dom Adam Hamilton OSB and Dom John Stéphan 
OSB: 
In 1880, the Benedictine monks of the Abbey of La Pierre qui Vire were 
expelled from their monastery and the land of their birth by the anti-clerical 
government of France.  Some of them eventually found refuge in a property 
owned by Ramsgate Abbey at Leopardstown in Ireland.  But this refuge could 
only be temporary and the Superior, Fr. Thomas Duperou had been looking 
unsuccessfully for a place to go when Fr. Adam Hamilton, on opening his 
copy of The Tablet, saw the letter of ‘Brother Lawrence’ about Buckfast 
Abbey: “Allow me…to direct the attention of the various religious orders to 
an old monastic foundation in the west of England which is now in the 
market, and would, I think, be a grand acquisition could it be restored to its 
original purpose… 
…The Abbey is the property of James Gale Esq…The owner…is anxious that it 
should again come into the hands of the Catholic Church…” 
Contact was made and terms quickly agreed.  It is reported that Dr. Gale was 
not a little startled at the apparent hurry of Fr. Thomas and Fr. Adam, but 
they wanted to relieve the anxiety of their monastic friends at Ramsgate 
about the urgent disposal of the Leapardstown property. 
Bishop William Vaughan of Plymouth welcomed the monks into his Diocese 
and so it was that, on October 28th, 1882, the Feast of Saints Simon and 
Jude, the Office of Vespers was sung by monks once again, 343 years since 
the previous occasion.   
On the next day, the Mass of our Blessed Lady was said at Buckfast for the 
first time since the Reformation, by the two priests who formed part of the 
little company whose lot it was to be the first to enter on their ancient 
inheritance.  They were soon joined by the rest of the refugees: 
 

 

He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)   
The following quotes taken from the Toronto 
News on July 26, 1977, are actual statements 
from insurance forms where car drivers tried to 
summarize accident details in as few words as 
possible:  
Coming home I drove into the wrong house and 
collided with a tree I don't have. 
The other car collided with mine without giving 
warning of its intent. 
I collided with a stationary truck coming the 
other way. 
In my attempt to kill a fly, I drove into a 
telephone pole. 
I had been shopping for plants all day and was 
on my way home. As I reached an intersection, 
a hedge sprang up, obscuring my vision and I 
did not see the other car. 
I had been driving for forty years when I fell 
asleep at the wheel and had an accident. 
My car was legally parked as it backed into the 
other vehicle. 
As I approached the intersection a sign 
suddenly appeared in a place where no sign 
had ever appeared before, making me unable 
to avoid the accident. 


