
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

 

8th November, 2020 Remembrance Day 

 
 Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Ford; Lilian Paynter; Margaret Anderson; Esther Capping; Frances Power; 
Lorna Adamson; Evelyn Adamson; Margaret Slocombe; Mildred Kingdon;  
Dom Mellitus Hauler; Meta Banbury; William Stuart; Frederick Gower;  
Kay Salter; Margaret O’Brien; Emily Mitchell; Ivy Bridge; Mary Causton; 

Heloise Chatrian; Margaret Minns; Timothy Rymer Cooper; Ruby Hawkes; 
Bessie Hawkins; Dom Adalbert Pappelau; Elizabeth Sampson;  

Brenda Andrews; Martin Baker; 
 

May they rest in peace  
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica 

Tuesday St. Leo the Great 
Wednesday St. Martin of Tours 
Thursday Feria 

Friday All Benedictine Saints 
Saturday Feria 

 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please 
give Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine Office 
continues. You can view online in any of these places: 
www.buckfast.org.uk/live  Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey  
Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite    
 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided Online 

Abbey 9 a.m. £23.10 £17.31  
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £91.00 £106.37 £2.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £2.00 £15.00  
Ashburton 10:30am £10.00 £106.92 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.00 £34.62 £20.00 

Added value through gift aid   £70.06 £6.75 
 

 

A message from CAFOD: 
A big thank you for all your hard work and 
inventiveness during the Harvest Appeal.  
Thanks to your input over the appeal weekend 
£45,000 was raised in on-line donations 
nationally. Text donations raised £3,100 and 
contactless giving raised £8,259. Money has 
continued to arrive since the weekend and 
added to the on-line donations already 
received £246,369 has been raised. 
If anyone is looking for a different type of 
Christmas present, then the catalogue is 
available on the CAFOD website. 
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/World-Gifts  
World Gifts are CAFOD's charity gift range of 
unusual, ethical presents that will delight your 
friends and family. Perfect for any occasion, 
gifts start from as little as £4 for that special 
something, all the way up to £4,000!  

It’s so sad that the lockdown in England means that Mass with a 
congregation cannot take place until 3rd December.  Unlike last 
time, however, it is still permissible to open churches for private 
prayer.  In this parish this will happen at the following times and 
places from Monday 9th November: 
 

Monday:  St. Dunstan’s, South Brent 10am-11am 
Tuesday:  St. Benedict’s Buckfastleigh 12pm-1pm 
Wednesday:  Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc, Ashburton 3pm-4pm 
Thursday:  St. Dunstan’s, South Brent 10am-11am 
Friday:   St. Benedict’s, Buckfastleigh 12pm-1pm 
Saturday:  Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc, Ashburton 3pm-4pm 
 

Where to find the churches: 
St. Dunstan, 
New Park, 
South Brent 
TQ10 9AQ 

St. Benedict, 
Chapel Street, 
Buckfastleigh 
TQ11 0AJ 

Our Lady of Lourdes & 
St. Petroc, 
East Street, 
Ashburton, 
TQ13 7AT 

 

       
           South Brent                        Buckfastleigh                     Ashburton 

Phone line for 
prayer: call  

01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Although there is no Sunday Mass available, at 
11.30 Fr. Francis will go to the Cemetery Lych-gate 
to say the usual Remembrance Day prayers at the 
Parish War Memorial.  All welcome to join him. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 

As you know, Miss Slack has recently started a Mini Vinnies group at St Mary's (Mini Vinnies are the Primary School aged 
members of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society). Due to the Covid restrictions, the opportunity this year was only offered 
to one class, our middle-sized children in Fernworthy. This means that, as they are all in one "bubble", they can all work 
together on any projects they decide to do as the risks of cross-contamination with other groups of children is no more 
than that for the rest of the school day. It is also, coincidentally, much more time efficient for Miss Slack as she can meet 
with them all in one go unlike other groups like the School Council whom she has to meet with four times for every meeting! 
As you can see from the photo, Fernworthy children have stepped up to the plate, as they say, in substantial numbers for 
a small school like St Mary's. In fact, it is more than two-thirds of the class.  
The children are pictured with their Mini Vinnie certificates following a commissioning service with Fr Francis. 
Unfortunately, Fr Francis did have to maintain a social distance which was more than catered for as he attended by Zoom 
from splendid isolation in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. (I'm not sure where the expression "splendid isolation" comes 
from but, in the context of a lockdown during a pandemic, spending it at Buckfast Abbey has to be the embodiment of that 
sentiment!) 
As always, Miss Slack ensured that the volunteers were quickly put to work and they have already produced posters to 
advertise their first project which is to organise the collection of food for the Buckfastleigh Foodbank. I am sure there will 
be many more good deeds to follow powered by the enthusiasm and excitement generated by these latest Mini Vinnie 
recruits. 

It was a real privilege to attend by Zoom 
the Commissioning Service which Miss 
Slack arranged for the Mini Vinnies.  In 
accordance with policy, the children 
could see me, but I couldn’t see them.  
Even so, I found the service very 
moving: to hear so many children freely 
committing themselves to do what they 
can to care for the poor and the 
vulnerable was truly inspiring.  Thank 
you, children, for helping my faith to 
grow even stronger!    Fr. Francis 

 
 

Marriage Matters:    
Reflections on the Sunday readings.   
Always be ready 
Jesus said we must always be ready for His second 
coming, ready to meet Him. Being ‘ready’ doesn’t mean 
spending all the time doing religious things. For married 
couples, being ‘ready’ means being ready to listen to 
each other, sharing thoughts and feelings. Keep your 
‘love tank’ full by thinking of ways he or she can be 
surprised by love.  
 

He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)   
 

When a mother saw a thunderstorm forming in mid-
afternoon, she worried about her seven-year-old 
daughter who would be walking home from school. 
Deciding to meet her, the mother saw her daughter 
walking nonchalantly along, stopping to smile whenever 
lightning flashed.  Seeing her mother, the little girl ran to 
her, explaining happily, “All the way home, God’s been 
taking my picture!” 
 

 

Pray the ANGELUS, Monday to Friday 
During the lockdown, Fr. Francis is offering to 
meet you on Zoom at noon to say the Angelus 
and have a few minutes to chat.  To join in, 
just click on the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86140938685?pw
d=cVVIT1k1by96S2RtcnVYL3djL1FZQT09  

The International Eucharistic Congress for 2020, which was 
due to take place in Hungary, has been postponed until next 
year.  Cardinal Peter Erdo of Budapest-Estergom has asked if 
all parishes would consider having a Holy Hour on Saturday 
21st November – the Vigil of the Solemnity of Christ the King.  
He writes: “Let us take part in this common adoration, join 
with your parish, your community and your family.  Let this 
worldwide adoration be the next station of our preparation 
for the 52nd IEC in Budapest, and let us relive the 
regenerating love of God.”   
In this parish, on Saturday 21st November, from 3 p.m. to 4 
p.m., the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration 
in the church of Our Lady of Lourdes, Ashburton. 
Currently, places of worship may only be opened for private 
prayer, so there will be no praying aloud and no singing.  Of 

 course, face-coverings must 
be worn and social 
distancing of at least 1metre 
must be observed. 
Bishop Mark has asked that, 
during this time, we include 
in our private prayers a 
petition for the world in this 
time of pandemic; that 
health may be restored, 
friendships rekindled and 
that those who have sadly 
died may rest in peace.  


