
Next week is ‘Anti-bullying week’.  The 
theme for this year is ‘reach out’.  Anti-

Bullying Week is an annual UK event, 
which aims to raise awareness of 

bullying of children and to highlight ways 
of preventing and responding to it.   
 

Research shows that: 
• 30% of children in the UK have been 

bullied in the last year. 

• 17% of children have been the victim of 

online bullying. 

• Bullying can have a significant impact on a 

child’s life and into adulthood.  For 

example, children who have been bullied 

are more likely to experience a range of 

mental health issues in adulthood. 

• Anti-Bullying Week helps raise awareness 

of bullying amongst children and young 

people and gives them strategies to stop it 

happening. 

Further information about bullying can 
be found on the following website: 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/  

 
Next week our School Council will review 

the school’s Anti Bullying policy.  We will 
share this document in a school 

assembly with the children and with 
parents/ carers through the newsletter 

and school website. 
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We are currently reviewing the most 
effective means of communicating with 

parents/ carers and how to ensure that you 
receive key information.  As part of this 
process, we have considered how we 

distribute our school newsletters.  From 
this week onwards, we are going to stop 

sending the newsletters in paper form.  It 
will continue to be sent electronically to all 
parents/ carers on our mailing list, 

accessible on the school website and copies 
will still be displayed on the school 

noticeboards.  A few paper copies will also 
be available from the revolving leaftlet 
display unit located outside the school 

office. 

Newsletters 

https://www.paperturn-

view.com/uk/wednesday-

word/faithfulness?pid=MTA101634&v=74.6 

This week’s word is FAITHFULNESS.  In this 
week’s Gospel (Luke 21: 5-19), Jesus 
encourages the disciples (and us) to be 

faithful to him.  We are reminded that 
when we grow in faithfulness, others will 

know that we are reliable, supportive, 
trustworthy and loyal.  How can we grow in 
faithfulness to God and to each other?  

Perhaps we can spend time with God and 
listen to him through daily prayer, follow 

the teachings of Jesus and remembering to 
do what we have promised to do. 

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for being 

our faithful friend.  Please help us to 

grow in faithfulness to you and to one 

another.   Amen 

 

Remembrance Day  
 
 
 

Tomorrow is Remembrance Day and for a 
number of years some of the children have 
asked if they could wear their Scouts, Cubs, 
Beavers, Brownies or Guides uniform as a 
mark of respect.  As I have been asked about 
this again this year, if your child would like 
to wear their uniforms to school for 
Remembrance Day, they would be welcome 
to do so. 

New staff  
 
 
 

Last week we held interviews in school to 

appoint new administrative staff.  I am 
pleased to say that we appointed Mrs. Anna 

Walker as Administrative Assistant and Mrs. 
Laura Vallance and Senior Administrative 
Officer.   They will both start work at St 

Mary’s in early December.  In the meantime, 
Vicki will continue to work in the school 

office.  
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Children in Need – 

Friday 18th November 
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Buckfastleigh Foodbank 
Thank you to those of you who have 

contributed to the food bank collection 
already, just a reminder that we will be 
collecting for Buckfastleigh Food Bank at St 

Mary’s until the end of term. 
Further information can be found on their 

website: 
https://buckfastleigh.foodbank.org.uk/ 

Christmas events 
We have arranged the following Christmas 
events, to which parents/ carers are invited 

to attend: 
 
*Wriggly Nativity – Tottiford/ Meldon 

Class - school hall 
Thursday 8th December 1.45pm 

Friday 9th December 9.45am 
 
Christingle - Venford Class - school hall 

Thursday 1st December 9.15am 
 

Christingle – Avon Class  
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Buckfast Abbey 

Friday 2nd December 2.30pm 
 
*The Tottiford/ Meldon nativity will be 

ticketed, so  a separate letter will be sent out 
in due course. 

 
Christmas Lunch 
Thursday 15th December (further details to 

follow from Chartwells) 
 

FOSMS Christmas Fair – Southpark 
Community Centre 
Friday 9th December 2.30-4.30pm 

 
FOSMs Mufti day  

Friday 25th November – please donate a 
jingle jar (see attached instructions), a 
tombola item or raffle prize. 

 
Buckfast Abbey Educational Visits  

In the lead up to Christmas, children from 
Reception to Year 6 will also be visiting the 
Abbey for a variety of educational activities,  

such as storytelling workshops and a day 
focused on St Nicholas.  These will take place 

during the school day. 
 

 

Just to let you know that we have had some 

cases of impetigo and chicken pox in school 
recently across a number of classes in the 
school.   

Infectious diseases 

To raise money for Children in Need this 
year, we are holding a cake sale on Friday 

18th November.  If you would be able to 
donate cakes for the event, please send 
these into school on the morning.  Each 

class will get the opportunity to visit the 
cake sale and purchase cakes/ biscuits, 

which will be organised by our Mini -Vinnies 
group in school. 
 

 

This half term, as we mentioned last week,  
we are preparing to move onto a new online 
system for ordering and paying for school 

meals – further details will be shared once 
the system is ready to use.  This system 

will also enable parents/ carers to pay for 
other things online, e.g. uniform, school 
trips etc. online.   

Ordering school lunches 


