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Worried about a child’s safety? 

If you are concerned about the safety of a 
child in Devon and want to speak to 
someone, or if you are a child worried about 

your own safety, contact our Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 155 

1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk 
and give as much information as you can. 
If a child is at immediate risk contact the 

police on 999. 
You can find out more about the MASH 

along with information about recognising 
the warning signs of child abuse, finding 
support and keeping children safe and 

healthy, on the Devon Children and 
Families Partnership website. 

https://www.dcfp.org.uk/ 

 

Non Pupil Day Monday 31st October 
Just a reminder that the children return 
after the half term break on Tuesday 1st 

November. 

Half term break 

School Photo Orders 

If you would like to order photos from the 
recent Tempest Photography visit, you can 

send your order into school, no later than 
Friday 4th November.  
The closing date for online orders, for free 

delivery back to school, is Tuesday 1st 
November 2022.  Order through the 

Tempest website using your unique link or 
visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk  
If you need any assistance in ordering your 

photos, feel free to contact Tempest on 

01736 751555 (option 3). 

A hard copy of the latest school lunch menu 
from Chartwells is being sent out today. 
However, it still shows a packed lunch option 

which will not be available after half term. 
School lunches cost £2.34 but are free for 

children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and 
for those families in receipt of certain benefits. 
If you would like to check whether or not your 

child is eligible for free school meals, go to 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamil

ies/school-information/school-meals/ 

WOW Project 

This year our School Council are working 
with Devon Council on a year-long recycling 

project, with the aim of reducing waste and 
increasing recycling across the school. This 

week, Alex, who is facilitating the project, 
came into school to carry out a waste audit 

with the children.  We will share the results 
and then use these to benchmark 
improvements in recycling, which will 

hopefully be made during this academic 
year. 

 

 

School Meals 

Today has been an emotional day for everyone 
at St Mary’s, as we say goodbye to Mitzi who 
has worked at the school for the past 23 years.  

The occasion has been marked in many ways, 
including cards that have been presented by 

children from each class, gifts from staff, gifts 
from FOSMS and from individual families.  We 
wish Mitzi the very best for the future and 

thank her for the hard work, dedication and 
commitment that she has shown to the 

community at St Mary’s over many years.   
We will miss her! 
 

Thank you, Mitzi 



 
  

Intergenerational Project 
As many of you are aware, our Mini Vinnies 

group have been working with care homes for 
the past year, in collaboration with the 

charity Caritas.  This week, representatives 
from the Mini Vinnies group went to St 

Boniface House, the headquarters for 
Plymouth Diocese and the offices of Caritas, 
to meet with representatives from both 

organisations and talk about the project.  The 
artwork which they completed recently, in 

collaboration with care home residents, was 
also on display.  
  

 

Mini Vinnies 
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https://www.paperturn-
view.com/uk/wednesday-
word/thankfulness?pid=MTA101634&v=71.3 

This week’s word is HUMBLE, and is based on 

St Luke’s Gospel, chapter 18, verses 9-14.  
This reading reminds us that we should be 

humble (do not think that we are better or 
more important than others), especially 
when we pray to God.  We all make mistakes 

and need to ask for God’s forgiveness. A 
humble person knows that all good comes 

from God and that any talents we have are 
gifts from God. How could we use our gifts or 
talents to help others this week? 

 
Our prayer this week is: 
O my God, I thank you for the gift of… (name 

your special gift) which you have given to me.  

Help me always to serve you humbly and use my 

gift to make the world a better place. 

Amen. 

Buckfastleigh Foodbank 
Thank you to those of you who have 
contributed to the food bank collection 

already, just a reminder that we will be 
collecting for Buckfastleigh Food Bank at St 
Mary’s until the end of term. 

Further information can be found on their 
website: 

https://buckfastleigh.foodbank.org.uk/ 

FOSMs Rags2riches4Schools 
Monday 7th November by 9am 
The Rags2Riches4Schools recycling scheme 
raises money and helps others around the 

world benefit from our good quality 
unwanted clothes and shoes. We get 40p for 

every kilo we collect of reusable items 
collected. Today each family will receive a 
bag which we invite you to fill with items as 

listed below, and bring back to school by 
9am on the collection day, Monday 7th 

November.   
Clean and reusable items that can be 
donated: 

 Good quality clothes and accessories. 

 Adult, children and baby clothing such as 

jackets, jumpers, hoodies, trousers, 

skirts, scarves, gloves, belts, handbags, 

paired shoes and other footwear etc. 

They cannot reuse the following items: 
 Worn out shoes or clothes, clothes that 

are wet or have holes in. 

 Curtains, pillows or duvets, bric-a-brac or 

books. 

 Personalised items.  

 Work uniform, School uniform or school 

sports kit 

If you are unsure what to put in the bags, 
then - STOP AND THINK - WOULD SOMEONE 
ELSE BUY & WEAR IT? 

If it isn’t something you’d wear out and 
about yourself or pass to a friend, then no-

one else will want to buy and wear it so, 
unfortunately, it is not reusable and cannot 
go in the bag. 

Donated clothes and accessories are sent to 
Europe, Africa and even further away to be 

sold at market stalls as affordable items for 
those in real need of clothing. 
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Attendance 

We are taking part in the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Appeal again 

this year.  The appeal involves filling a shoe 
box with gifts for children around the world 

who otherwise might not receive a 
Christmas present this year.  Please see the 

separate leaflet for details of what type of 
items could be included in the shoe box or 
see on the charity’s website:  

https://www.samaritans-
purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-

christmas-child/ 
A small shoebox can have a big impact. 
What goes into the box is fun, but what 

comes out of it is eternal. Be a part of 
changing children’s lives all over the world 

in Jesus’ name through the power of a 
simple gift with Operation Christmas Child. 
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk 

This year, it is the charity’s goal for two 
thirds of the shoeboxes collected from the 

UK to go to Ukraine or neighbouring 
countries where refugees are being hosted. 
Mrs Freeborn, who has worked as a 

teaching assistant at St Mary’s, has kindly 
agreed to take filled shoe boxes to a local 

collection point for us.  She will be 
collecting boxes on Friday 11th November, 
so filled shoe boxes need to be in school by 

that date. 

Congratulations! 
 Each Friday, the school comes together to celebrate the achievements of the children 

over the past week. “Building Learning Power” (BLP) Certificates are awarded to children 

who have demonstrated good learning behaviours and “Witness of the Week” (WOW) 
certificates for demonstrating Gospel values in daily life. Well done to the following 
children who were awarded certificates for the past two weeks: 

 

     BLP   WOW 
 Tottiford Freddie, Toby T  April, Freddie 

 Meldon      Zeke, Frieda  Casey, Oakley 
 Venford Oliver B, Ella  Maisie, Oliver B 

 Avon   Hazel, Ayrton  Clara, Harrison G 
 Fernworthy Cici, Ned  Bridie, Cally 
 Burrator Amelie, Isabel  Toby B, Theo C 

    Other 
  Babbacombe Show Book - Libby 

 

 

Here are the attendance figures for last week: 
 

14th – 20th October 2022 
 

Tottiford 100.0% 

Meldon 90.37% 

Venford  88.75% 

Avon 95.93% 

Fernworthy  98.57% 

Burrator  90.67% 

Whole school  

This week 

Year to date 

 

93.56% 

94.57% 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 

South Dartmoor Community College have 
announced the launch of South Dartmoor’s 

Primary Music Centre which is open to years 
4, 5 and 6. 

Session 1 will be on Thursday 10th 
November from 4pm and will run weekly. 
Please read the information, which is being 

sent out today with the newsletter, about all 
the music opportunities available and use 

the following link to register. 

https://forms.office.com/r/PHTYA9FvGL 

South Dartmoor Primary 

Music Centre 



Information from Buckfastleigh pool 
 

 
The school has been asked to let parents/carers know about the problem facing 
the local swimming pool: 

 
 

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?  
Victoria Park and pool is under threat of closure because of a huge rise in energy 
bills. Our energy costs has gone from around £8,000 in 2021/22 to £36,000 in 

2023/2024. With inflation, we have a £40,000 hole in our budget next year. 
Without extra money we will have to close the whole site at the end of this year 

until a solution is found  
 
WHY WILL IT IMPACT THE PARK?   

Victoria Park is a charity with responsibility for everything inside the park walls 
including the pool, the play areas, skate park and the Bungalow. If we cannot 

run the pool, we will need to spend money to make it safe and secure before we 
allow access to the rest of the park. Without staff, working CCTV, electricity, 
alarms, equipment inspection, insurance, and grounds maintenance we will be 

unable to operate the rest of the park safely for users.  
 

WHO WILL BE AFFECTED IF IT CLOSES?  
Anyone who uses the venues located at Victoria Park – local families, children, 
teenagers, disabled groups, local primary schools, Camphill residents, tourists, 

Hello Summer, our staff, and volunteers. There may also be an additional cost 
to decommission the pool and make it safe. 

 
WHY IS THERE A VOTE?  
We asked the Town Council to run a Parish Poll to see if people support providing 

extra funding to keep the park and pool open. We think the decision is too big to 
leave to the volunteer trustees or the town council. We want to make sure the 

community has a say in the decision. Voters will be asked if they support paying 
around 77p per household each week to keep the park and pool open.  
 

DO YOU HAVE A LONG-TERM PLAN?  
Yes. If there is support to keep the pool and park open the trustees will explore 

options for changing the way we power the pool. Development in technology and 
rising energy prices make renewable energy a more viable option than when we 

last upgraded the pool. The trustees would work to identify options and raise the 
funding needed to refit the pool. We expect this could take 2 to 3 years. 
 

WHAT CAN WE DO?  
If you are on the Buckfastleigh electoral register, please go and VOTE on the 

27th October between 4pm and 9pm at Buckfastleigh Town Hall. If you cannot 
vote we suggest that you email your views to clerk@buckfastleigh.gov.uk and 
bfl.pool@yahoo.co.uk. If you support our campaign, please put this poster in 

your window and share the information with your friends, family, and 
neighbours. 

 


