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School safeguarding audit 
 

Yesterday, St Mary’s welcomed two 
people from our Academy Trust to carry 

out the school’s bi-annual safeguarding 
audit (you may have seen the visitors at 

the gate in the morning or at the end of 
the school day).  The visitors spoke to 
staff and pupils during the day and were 

very impressed with how welcoming and 
polite everyone was.  They also 

commented on the strong culture of 
safeguarding that is present at St 
Mary’s. 

 
Just a reminder to parents/ carers that if 

you are dropping your children off after 
9am, please bring them down to the 
office, or phone to alert staff to the fact 

that there are children walking down the 
path.   

 
Just a reminder that the Christmas Fair is 

next week, on Friday 9th December, 
2.30-4.30pm at Southpark Community 

Centre (opposite the school hall).  FOSMS 
are still looking for volunteers to help, so 
please let the office know if you can offer 

any support at the fair, or before the event.  
Children are not in mufti on that day.  We 

will be having our Christmas Jumper Day 
on the last day of term as in previous years, 
(Friday 16th December) to raise money for 

the charity Save the Children. 

FOSMs – Christmas Fair 

https://www.paperturn-
view.com/uk/wednesday-

word/heaven?pid=MTA101634&v=73.5  
This week’s word is PREPARATIONS.  

Preparations for Christmas are well 
underway for many people by now.  
However, it is important to keep in mind 

the real reason for all these festivities.  In 
this week’s Gospel, we hear John the 

Baptist calling the people to repent (come 
back to God) to prepare themselves for 
Christ’s arrival.  This Sunday’s Gospel 

(Matthew 3:1-12) therefore reminds us to 
look at ourselves and see if there are any 

ways that we could make a change for the 
better.  
Think about using this season of Advent to 

make a fresh start and draw closer to God.  
Dear Lord Jesus, please help us to prepare well for 

Christmas and show us how we can help others 

to do the same.   Amen 

Due to our school Christmas lunch having 
been arranged for Thursday 15th 

December, Chartwells have made some 
changes to the menu for that week.  These 

are as follows:  
Wednesday 14th December   
Roast gammon will be replaced with 

sausage, chips and beans; 
fruit and yoghurts for pudding. 

Thursday 15th December 
Main and pudding will be dairy and gluten 
free (the kitchens already have an 

ongoing nut free policy/environment).  
Vegetarian option available – vegetable 

flan.  Please note, there will be no jacket 
potatoes or tomato pasta available on the 
15th December.  

Friday 16th December – return to 
normal menu of fish or quorn dippers with 

chips and two vegetables, or jacket 
potatoes. 
  

Children do not need to pre-order their 
food at the moment, orders can be made 

on the day.   However after Christmas the 
school will move to Parent Pay, in line with 
other schools using Chartwell’s food, 

which will mean that school meals need to 

be pre-ordered and paid for in advance.  

Christmas menu changes 

Christmas cards 
If children wish to send Christmas cards, 
please post these in the post box by the 

school office.  Our Year 6 prefects will be 
making deliveries of cards during the 

school day.   

https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/heaven?pid=MTA101634&v=73.5
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Buckfastleigh Foodbank 
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Christmas events 

Just a reminder that the food bank in 
Buckfastleigh is offering support to those 

who need it – they can be contacted on 
01364 644485. 
St Mary’s is still collecting donations if 

anyone wishes to contribute. 

Thank you! 

 
 

Children in Need  Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the collection of jingle jars and raffle/ 

tombola prizes last week.  Particular 
thanks to Mrs Lamble’s father in law, for 

the wonderful donation of a fairy house. 
 

 
 
In addition, many thanks to Mrs Atwill 

who has donated a Christmas tree to the 
school.  This will make the entrance to 

the school much more festive! 
             
 

 

Congratulations! (from our assembly last Friday) 
 BLP   WOWs 
 Tottiford     Elliott      Freddie 
 Meldon          Alex        Deri 

 Venford     Fraser                          Harry 
 Avon       Charlie B                      Jessica A 

 Fernworthy     Emmeline             Kyree   
       Burrator          Anwen                   Theo C 

Chorister badges awarded to: Anwen, Rumer and Ollie 

Wriggly Nativity – Tottiford/ Meldon – 

school hall Thursday 8th December 1.45pm 
and Friday 9th December 9.45am (ticketed) 
Those children in Tottiford who are not in 

school at the times of the nativity are 
welcome to come into school at the time of 

the nativity to join in with the performance, 
should they wish to. 
FOSMS Christmas Fair – Friday 9th 

December 2.30pm Southpark Community 
Centre. 

Carol Service – Fernworthy/ Burrator 
– Abbey Church Wednesday 14th December 

2.30pm.  Parents/ carers are welcome to 
attend the service. 
Christmas lunch – Thursday 15th 

December (in school). 
Christmas jumper day – Friday 16th 

December to raise money for the charity 
Save the Children (£1 suggested donation). 
Tottiford/ Meldon – Elfic the Juggler 

Thursday 15th December.   
FOSMs have kindly funded a special show 

in school for the children in these two 
classes.   
Those children who are not usually in 

Tottiford on this day may attend, please 
just let the school office know (the 

additional session would need to be paid 
for, to cover the costs of additional 

supervision).   

   

Attendance 

 
 

Children in Need  This week I met with our Education Welfare 
Officer (EWO) from Devon Local Authority, 

Ruth Mills.  We have had lots of children off 
ill this half term, due to a variety of viruses.  

Ruth has provided the school with some 
information published by the UK Health 

Security Agency and NHS, which details  
how long a child needs to be kept off school 
with a particular illness (see attached).   


